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Importance of nasal leukoplakia
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Nasal leukoplakia is a type of precancerous lesion. The rate of
malignant transformation of nasal leukoplakia can be reduced by its
early detection, diagnosis, treatment, and prevention. The nasal mucosa
(including the nasal septum; upper, middle, and in- ferior turbinate;
upper, middle, and inferior meatus; nasopharynx, and nasal sinuses)
develop leukoplakia. Studies have reported that the development of
leukoplakia in the oral and laryngeal mucosa is high; in contrast, nasal
leukoplakia is rare.

A case of nasal septum leukoplakia was reported by Jones in AMA
Arch Otolaryngol in 1955; however, the paper title and most instances
of the word “leukoplakia” in the paper are misspelt as “leucoplakia”; on
surgical resection, the case was diagnosed as leukoplakia of the nasal
septum.!

Ever since, we have not come across any research report on nasal
leukoplakia. We believe that clinicians in otolaryngology and related
departments will pay attention to cases of nasal leukoplakia. Study of
the epidemiology, etiology and pathogenesis,clinical characteristics,
diagnosis, pathological characteristics, and treatment and preventive
measures of nasal leukoplakia may identify new information that could
be used as a reference by clinicians to reduce the rate of malignant
progression of nasal leukoplakia.
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